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For the Attantion of Mr 8, Walker

Principal Planning Officer

Flanning Department

Yale of White Morae District Cauncﬁ
Abbey House

Abbey Closs

Abingdon

OX14 3JE

Uear Sifs

RE: PROPOSED ENGINEERING BUILDING
ABINGDON & WITNEY COLLEGE, WE}DT’TQ& RQﬁD
ABINGDON

Ref: P12Z/V2081/FUL

Further to the feedback received on the planning consent application for
the new engineering facility at the College's Abingdon campus can we
respond as follows to the issues Eaised by those cohsulted on the
submisslsn

- Proposed Uaa of the new faml:ty

The building is unamnsguumly fur the teaching of engineering apprentices
“both these involved in motor vehicle and computer alded manufacturing
courses. Whilst the budlding needs to create s realistic, vocational
snvironment its use is very different to that of a garage or quasi Industrial
scheme. This characier means that the motor vehicles being examined
and acting as teaching tools ars started infraguently and fhere i3 no
coming or gamq which would typify a real garage.

The noise assessmant submitted with the application demonstrates the
lengiths the College is prepared to go to in ansure the building does not
create a nuisance and have a detrimental effect on neighbours, In

additiona! all plant and other machinery which might produce an ambient
nuige level are contained within the buiiding.
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Location of the Bullding

The proposed location of the bullding has been carefully considersd to
relate s use to the existing enginesring teaching faciity and act as a
catalyst to reduce the number of temporary feaching buildings and
énhance a neglected part of the campus. Other locations will have an
impact on parking areas, gréen open space or the amenity of other
neighbours to the College,

Scale and Massing

The College’s design team have worked hard to reduce the averal] hesight
of the bullding without compromlising the intermal operation. In our view
the location of the buliding as submitted on the 2™ October 2017 remains
a satisfactory proposition. However in the light of the comments made and
in order to avid a delay to the determination of the planning application
the College has commissioned a review of the building and relationship to
the boundary of No.105 Northcourt Road,

The result is flustrated on the revised drawings enclosed with the lstter;

1. Revised site [ocation plan (drg.2802-120).

2. Revised existing site plan (drg. 2802-118),

K3 Revised proposed site plan (drg. 2802-121).

4, Revised plans, sections and elevations {tirg.2802-122).

We have rslocated the building so it Is now adjacent to the northem
boundary of this part of the campus. This increases the distance to
No. 105 Northeourt Road to 28metres.  The new location of the facility will
necessitale the relocation of a recently refurbished temporary teaching
building known as the Prepeller Centre’ which provides art and crafts
teaching accommodation for students with specialist needs. This will be
located on the site of ZNo. existing femporary buildings adjacent o the
eastern boundary. This retained temporary building is the same height as
the existing ones and will not have a delrimental effact on the ocoupants of
No.10E Northcourt Road.  In total, 3Ne. temporary bulldings will now be
temaoved from the site. '

We also propose to miror the floor plan and elevation of the building
which will mean the vehicle doors are even further away from the eastern
boundary and that the building will now step down as it approaches the
edge of the site, with the taller alerment of the massing closer to the main
college buidings,

Car Parking

The College provides 262 car parking spacss across the campus, which
coupled with policias on green travel and cycle storage mean ihaf there is
adequate parking for students and staff. The proposed scheme replicates
and fractionally increases the number of spaces on the site through better

use of the existing service area to ensure there will be no detrimental

impact on parking levels.



Conclusion

i gumnary the proposed engineering facilty is first and foremost 2

teaching facility (Use Class D2}, not as misrepresented by objectors as a
fight industrial’ building. The design and construction of the building will
ensure that many of the nuisance issues identified by objectors are
removed and will not be evident on completion. The proposed relocation

of the rroposed building will alleviate any perception that the building will

have a negative effect on the amenity of No 105 and rapresents a
significant review of the College's plans. The revised proposals represent
a schame which accords with the District Council's planning policies, and
will both act to generate employment and improve training opportunities
across the district. '

i you have any qé.aeri&s nlease do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours faithfully
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Abingdon and Witney College

The Committee objected to the proposed deveiopment on the same grounds as the original
-application:

|
|
E
i

1. The scale, height-and mass of the proposed building In refation to the adjoining property in
Northcourt Road adversely affects those attributes that make a positive contribution to the

character of the locality, in contravention of Policy DC1 (design) of the of the adopted Vale of White
Horse District Local Plan 2011.

2. The development unacceptably harms the amenities of the neighbouring property in
Northcourt Road, specifically due to loss of daylight and sunlight, and dominance/ visual intrusion, in
contravention of Policy DC3 {impact of development on neighbouring uses) of the of the adopted
Vale of White Horse District Local Plan 2011.

3. Car parking provision would be reduced onsite, and therefore there would be inadequate
parking provision following the proposed development, in contravention of Policy DC5 (access) of ‘
the adopted Vale of White Horse District Local Plan 2011,

Members noted that they understood that there were ongoing discussions between the College and
local residents. Members stated that if, following their discussions, the objections of residents were
withdrawn, then the Committee would be content to remove the above objections to the
development.

In addition, Members also requested that a holding objection would be registered on drainage and
flood risk grounds. They stated that this objection should be removed if these matters are reso!ved
to the satisfaction of the District Council (Technica! Services).



